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Mjeti ku futen éndrrat, déshirat, ngac-

mimet dhe emocionel € jelés... nuk éshté

vetém pér rrobat valixhja e piktorit dhe e
karikaturistit vionjat Agim Sulaj.
Mga Lola Rrapa)

" Fera e saj pér karikaturistin e njohur shg-
iptar gjallérohet vetém né giell, gjaté ud-
hétimeve. Me té ka fituar shumé ¢mime
ndérkombétare né zhanrin e karikaturés. Jo rral-
l1éheré, valixhja ka qené pjesé e veprave € tij,
sidomos né kontekstin e emigrantit. Si model i
ka shérbyer ngaheré njé valixhe e vogél, té cilén
e ruan si njé objekt té vyer té krijimtaris€ sé tij
artistike.
E vijetér dhe e punuar né lgkuré, pér Agimin ajo
mbetet “modelja e éndrrave (& emigrimit”. Eshté
e para gé e mbajti me vete dhe ku i ruajti déshirat
deri né realizim, Kujton me detaje kur e bleu até
né Gregi, né vitin 1991. Atéheré, Bashkia e Jani-
nés péruroi hyrjen e pikturés sé tij, "Koka e Ali
Pashait te Sulltani”, né Muzeun e Aliut né Ishull.
Ishte e markés samsonite. Me blerjen e saj, i
lindi edhe déshira pér t'u nisur nga Shqipérisé,
njé largim jo pérgjithnjé, por pér t'u prezantuar
me t& panjohurén, pér t'i dhéné impuls krijimit,
pér t'u formuar e pér t€ gené mé né fund Agim
Sulaj, artist i vierésuar edhe pértej kufijve. Pik-
tori kujton se shumé gjéra para hapjes s& kufi-
jve i kané ardhur si “zéra mesazhere” pér rrugén
gé e priste. Jo mé kot né Turgi, para largimit, u
shpall fitues i njé konkursi ballkanik zhvilluar po
né Greqgi, me veprén e titulluar “Shtépia e emi-
grantit”... Ja njé bindje mé shumé “pér ta blerg”
valixhen samsonite dhe pér té& ndjekur mé né
fund sinjalet e ¢gmimeve té para tej Shqipérisé,
“Atéherg, ato ishin pér mua si xixéllonja qé po
mé udhéhignin né njé boté magjike, ku nuk flitej
meé shqgip dhe ku kishte drita e ujé 24 oré”, - thoté
Agimi. E kujton si tani se ¢faré vendosi brenda
saj. Ishin veshje té€ zakonshme: njé kémishé me
pika, pantallona xhins “dhe njé hudhér diku né
kanotiere, si shenja e fundit e njé bote gé po e
lija", - vijon bisedén piktori. Po nuk mungonin
as vizatimet e publikuara te revista “Hosteni”,
publikime té punéve gjaté periudhés sé komu-
nizmit, njé sapun “Drita”, njé furcé dhémbésh e
mbéshtjellée me gazetén “Bashkimi” apo “Zéri i
Popullit” - kjo nuk i kujtohet mirg - disa tablo né
miniaturé, si dhe njé laps me gomé roze (marke
kineze)... Megjithaté, njé gjé e kujton mjaft miré,
valixhen e tij té ikjes, ku mbante shumeé éndrra,

krejtésisht té padukshme pér kontrollet e do-
ganieréve. Ishte valixhja e vogél si njé shiépi e
re, por g€ mbante até aromén e cuditshme 1€ njé
bote té cilén njergzit & quanin emigrim. Atéherg
ishte viti 1995, Q& nga ajo kohé u vendos né
Itali, ndérsa aktiviteti i tij artistik i ka kaluar
edhe kufijté e vendit mikprités, veganérisht me
karikaturén. Artisti shqiptar po kalon njé mo-
ment 1€ arté né kété zhanér: flesa, konkurrime
e cmime njéri pas tjetrit, Shumé sende kang
ndryshuar edhe né valixhen e tij. Objektet gé sot
merr me vete, udhétim pas udhétimi, mbeten
kryesisht mé thelbésoret: pantallona e golf t& zi,
njé kémishé té bardhé e njé kravate. "Gardéro-
ba ime éshté “e varfér’. Pérdor shpesh ngjyrén
e zezé e té bardhén, si né dimér ashtu edhe né
veré. Veshja ime éshlé gati-gati njé "uniformé
piktorike", me t& cilén ndihem miré”, - vijon
artisti. Né valixhe nuk mungon asnjeheré edhe
dosja ngjyré vishnje plot me letra t€ bardha e njé
laps me majé té mprehté. "Aty uné vizatoj ngac-
mime e impresione nga udhétimi, detaje pro-
filesh e tipash, ide t€ castit, vizatime té shpejta
dhe thelb&sore”, - thoté Agimi pér dosjen g¢ e
quan tashmé si njé mik besnik 1€ oréve té pritjes
népér aeroporte. Edhe arsyeja, pér (€ cilén mern
rrugén e largimit ka ndryshuar. Tani gjithcka ka
t& béjé me ftesa té ndryshme nga organizatoré
konkursesh ndérkombétare pér karikatura, pér
ceremoni ¢mimesh apo pér ndonjé ftesé pér té
gené anétar né jurité e konkurseve,

UDHETIMET

“Jang té gjitha udhe-
time gé nuk zgjasin me
shumeé se pesé dité,

ndaj edhe jam mésuar
té pergatis pér té marrg
me vete mé té domos-
doshmet e objekteve,

pa harruar asnjéherg
beretén e zezé, kapelén
gt e identifikon ndér té
tieré, beretén e kujtesés,
por edhe té veprimtarisé
artistike. Jané gjithnjé
emocionuese udhétimet
me avion pér artistin
Ato nisin gjithnjé me njé
moment pasigurie pér
t€. Por €shté vetém nje
cast, ai i shképutjes nga
toka & mé pas gjithcka
pér L€ éshté e geté,
Duke geshur shton se
stjuardesal me sim-
patike jané shqiptaret,
Mé pas nis pérshkrimin
pér gjithcka véshiron
nga dritarja. E vesh até
me detaje ngjyrash gé
ua rrémben pikturave

té tij dhe té thoté se
toka e paré nga lart té
kujton veshjet ushtar-
ake; ajo ngjan me njé
rrieté pafund, né njé
giell plot drité... Késhtu,
paré prej reve, gjithgka
merr tjetér kuptim. Né
ményré simbolike,
valixhja e emigrantit e
ka shogéeruar edhe né
pikturat e tij, Si artist,

e njohu mé paré botén
jashté. Kur né Shgipén
ishte ende izolimi i
diktaturés, Sulaj kishte
provuar té ekspozonte
jashté vendit.
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Agim Sulai's
Sultcase

An object where dreams, wishes, excitements
and life emotions are put... the suitcase of Agim
Sulaj, painter and caricaturist from Viora, is not
only for clothes.

By Lola Rrapaj

ccording to the famous Albanian caricaturist, it be-

comes valuable only when in flight, during traveling.

He has won many international caricature prizes with
it. The suitcase has been:often a part of his works, especially
in an emigrant’s context, His sample has always been a little
suitcase which he still preserves today as a precious artistic
object of hisactivity. It's old, leather-covered, but for Agim it
remains “the model of emigration dreams”. It's the first he
took with him and kept his wishes till they fulfilled. He recalls
every detail of the day when he bought it in Greece, in 1991.
At the time, the loannina City Hall inaugurated the includ-
ing of his painting “Head of Ali Pasha to the Sultan” at Ali
Pasha Museum in the Island: It was “Samsonite’. After buy-
ing it, he had the desire to leave Albania, not forever, but to
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introduce with the unknown, to make his creation breathe,
to realize himself and to be at last Agim Sulaj, an appraised
artist abroad as well. He recalls that before the falling of
communism, he had “callings” of what future had in store
for him. That’s the reason why he won a Balkan competi-
tion in Greece again, with a work called “The house of the
emigrant”... That's a sign in more to “buy” a "samsonite”
suitcase and to chase at last the signals of prizes abroad. “At
that time, they were for me like fireflies leading me to a magic
world, where no more Albanian language was spoken and
where there was water and electricity 24 hours a day", Agim
says. He recalls perfectly what he put in it. Usual clothes,
a spotted chemise, jeans, and a garlic somewhere between
the vest, as the last and ultimate sign of a world | was leav-
ing behind”, he continues. But also there were different de-
signs publish at “Hesteni” review, publishing of his work
during communism, a "Drita” soap, a toothbrush enclosed
with a'newspaper, "Bashkimi” or "Zeri i Popullit”, he doesn‘t
remember, some miniatures, and a pencil with pink rubber
(Chinese)... nevertheless, it's one thing he remembers: his
coodbye suitcase had many dreams within, totally invisible
for customs officers. It as the suitcase as a new home and it
had the odd smell of a new world people called emigration.
It was 1995, By that time he settled in Italy, while his artis-
tic activity went beyond the borders of the hosting country.
Especially with the caricature. The Albanian artist is having
a golden time in this genre, invitations, competitions and
prizes in row. He has changed a lot of things even in his suit-
case. The objects he's taking during travelling are the most
essentials; pants and a black pullover, a white shirt and a
necktie. "My wardrobe is "poor’. 1 usually use the white and
black colors, in winter and summer as well. My clothing is
quite a "pictorial uniform” [ just feel fine with”, savs the art-
ist. In his suitcase never fails to be a dark red file full' of white
letter and a sharpened pencil. “It's there | draw impressions
and impulse from my travels, profile and type details, instant
ideas, fast and essential drawings”, says Agim for the file that
he already considers as a faithful friend during his transits in
airports. Even the reason why he leaves now has changed.
Now everything concerns important invitations from inter-
national caricature competition organizers, for céremonies
or an invitation to be part of some juries in competitions.
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